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WRITER: 
 

Haggai is mentioned in Ezra 5:1, 2 and 6:14 as one of the two 
prophets who encouraged the remnant (that returned after the 
Babylonian captivity) to rebuild the temple in spite of the difficulties 
that beset them on every hand. From this and the brief references that he 
made to himself in his prophecy, four things become apparent:  

(1) he was self-effacing — he exalted the Lord;  
(2) he was God’s messenger — “Thus saith the LORD”;  
(3) he not only rebuked, he cheered and encouraged;  
(4) he not only preached, he practiced. 

TIME: 
520 B.C. “The second year of Darius” enables the historian to 

pinpoint the time of this prophet in profane history. Hystaspis (Darius 
mentioned here) began to reign in 521 B.C. At this same time in China, 
Confucius was living.  

THEME: 
The temple. The reconstruction and refurbishing of the temple 

were the supreme passion of this prophet. He not only rebuked the 
people for their delay in rebuilding the temple, but he encouraged them 
and helped them in this enterprise. 

MESSAGE: 
Haggai constantly referred to the “word of the LORD” as the 

supreme authority. He willingly humbled himself that the Lord might be 
exalted. His message was practical. It was as simple and factual as 2 + 2 
= 4. The prophecy of Haggai and the epistle of James have much in 
common. Both put the emphasis upon the daily grind. Action is spiritual; 
a “do nothing” attitude is wicked. Both placed this yardstick down upon 
life. Work is the measure of life. Haggai’s contemporary, Zechariah, was 
visionary and had his head in the clouds, but pragmatic Haggai had both 
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feet on the ground. The man of action and the dreamer need to walk 
together. First Corinthians 15:58 can appropriately be written over this 
book. For the background of his message, read Ezra 3:8-13, also 
chapters 4 through 6.  

KEY VERSES: 
Haggai 1:8, 14 

THE CALENDAR: 
The compass of this book is three months and twenty-four days, 

according to the calendar. There are five messages in the book, and each 
was given on a specific date. The calendar furnishes the clue for the 
contents.  

OUTLINE: 
I. A challenge to the people, Chapter 1:1-11 September 1, 520 B.C.   

A. A charge of conflict of interest, vv. 1-4  
B. A call to consider their ways, vv. 5-7  
C. A command to construct the temple, vv. 8-11  

II.  The response to the challenge, Chapter 1:12-15 September 24, 
520 B.C.  
A.  Construction of the temple; people obeyed, v. 12 
B.  Confirmation from God, vv. 13-15  

III. The discouragement of the people; the encouragement of the Lord, 
Chapter 2:1-9 October 21, 520 B.C (The inferiority of the second 
temple to the first temple became a cause of discouragement, but 
God responded.)  

IV. An appeal to the Law; the explanation of the principle, Chapter 
2:10-19 December 24, 520 B.C. V.  
A. Revelation of God’s program; an expectation for the future, 

Chapter 2:20-23 December 24, 520 B.C. 
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COMMENT: 
I. A challenge to the people, Chapter 1:1-11  

A. A charge of conflict of interest, vv. 1-4  
i. v. 1 — For “the second year of Darius” see TIME. “The 

sixth month” is September. “Haggai” means my feast. 
“Zerubbabel” means sown in Babylon. “Shealtiel” 
means asking of God in prayer. “Joshua” — see 
Zechariah 3:1-5. “Word of the LORD” — Haggai is the 
spokesman for God, and he speaks with authority (v. 3).  

ii. v. 2 — When the people first returned to the land after 
the Babylonian captivity, enthusiasm ran high. They 
met gigantic obstacles which required Herculean effort 
and hardships. They became discouraged when they 
began to build the temple. The difficulties seemed 
insurmountable. They rationalized that it was just not 
the time to build. This was their pseudo-consolation. 
They decided to maintain the status quo. The 
foundation of the temple was laid, but the opposition of 
the Samaritans was so intense that they simply stopped 
the building.  

iii. v. 3 — Again, Haggai makes it clear that he is giving 
God’s Word. His is a “Thus saith the LORD” — 
thirteen times this phrase, or one that is similar, occurs 
that makes it clear Haggai is speaking God’s words. 
This is the authority that must be in an effective 
ministry today.  

iv. v. 4 — The difficulties did not prevent the people from 
building their own houses. It was high time for them to 
build houses — so they rationalized. Lovely homes and 
an unlovely, poor church building are as bad as poverty 
hovels and an ornate, rich church building.  

B. A call to consider their ways, vv. 5-7  
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i. v. 5 — “Consider your ways” is set your heart upon it.  
ii. v. 6 — God had judged them in material things. There 

had been crop failure, famine, no money to buy clothes, 
and no savings account.  

iii. v. 7 — They were asked to seek for the logical and true 
explanation. It was obvious that God was withholding 
blessing because of their lack of obedience.  

C.  A command to construct the temple, vv. 8-11  
i. v. 8 — The solution was very simple: 1. “Go up to the 

mountain” (cut down trees); 2. “Bring wood” (make 
lumber); 3. “Build the house” (temple). The results 
would be great: 1. God would be pleased; 2. God would 
be glorified.  

ii. v. 9 — He reviews their condition and clearly states the 
reason for it — they failed to build the temple.  

iii. v. 10 & 11 — Material blessings had been withheld.  
V. The response to the challenge, Chapter 1:12-15  

A. Construction of the temple; people obeyed,  
i. v. 12 They “obeyed the voice of the LORD, their God.”  

B.  Confirmation from God, vv. 13-15  
i. v. 13 — “I am with you, saith the LORD.”  
ii. v. 14 — Leaders enter enthusiastically into the work: 1. 

Zerubbabel (governor), 2. Joshua (high priest), 3. 
Remnant of people.  

VI. The discouragement of the people; the encouragement of the Lord, 
Chapter 2:1-9  
A. v. 1 — October 21, 520 B.C. is the date of the third message.  
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B. v. 2 — This message is directed to the same leaders and 
people as in 1:14.  

C. v. 3 — This is the second hurdle that Haggai had to clear. 
Many of those who had returned from the Babylonian 
captivity remembered (even though they had been very 
young when taken captive) the beauty and richness of 
Solomon’s temple. In comparison, this temple looked like a 
tenant farmer’s barn in Georgia. But many of the priests and 
Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses, who were old men, 
who had seen the first house, when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not 
discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the 
weeping of the people; for the people shouted with a loud 
shout, and the noise was heard afar off. (Ezra 3:12, 13) This 
internal criticism was like a wet blanket on the celebration of 
the construction of the new temple. It dulled the edge of the 
zeal to rebuild the temple. It poured cold water on the 
enthusiasm generated by the prodding of Haggai.  

D. v. 4 — God’s challenge was twofold: (a) be strong; (b) “I am 
with you, saith the LORD of hosts,” which was better than 
outward adornment. The Shekinah glory had departed from 
Solomon’s temple; the presence of God far outshone the 
glory of Solomon’s temple.  

E. v. 5 — God gives a further challenge, “Fear not.”  
F. v. 6 — This looks forward to the final days — the millennial 

kingdom. They were to see the present temple with the 
perspective of the ultimate purpose of God.  

G. v. 7 — “Desire of all nations” is not Christ. The proper word 
is treasures of all nations. There will be the outward 
adornment of the future temple, also the Shekinah glory will 
be present in the person of Christ.  
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H. v. 8 — “Silver…gold” makes it clear that he is speaking of 
material treasures.  

I. v. 9 — “The glory of this latter house” should read, The latter 
glory of this house. God looks upon the series of temples as 
one house. “Peace” is the final aim.  

VII. An appeal to the Law; the explanation of the principle, Chapter 
2:10-19  
A. v. 10 — The date is December 24, 520 B.C.  
B. v. 11 — “The” law should be a law. The Mosaic Law did not 

cover all the details of the life in Israel. When a matter arose 
that was not covered, they were to appeal to the priests (see 
Deuteronomy 17:8-11).  

C. v. 12 — Is holiness communicated by contact? No. The holy 
cannot make the unholy holy by contact. Holiness is non-
communicable.  

D. v. 13 — Is unholiness communicated by contact? Yes. 
Uncleanness is communicated to the clean by contact. When 
holy and unholy come in contact, both are unholy. In 
therapeutics, measles is communicated by contact. In the 
physical realm, dirty water will discolor clean water — not 
the opposite. In the moral realm, the evil heart of man cannot 
perform good deeds. In the religious realm, a ceremony 
cannot cleanse a sinner.  

E. v. 14 — Haggai makes the application to Israel. Although 
they had returned to the land, performed the ritual and rebuilt 
the temple, their hearts were far from God.  

F. v. 15 - 17 — They wondered why God had not blessed them. 
He had judged them because their hearts were not changed.  

G. v. 18 & 19 — “Consider” — God would bless them now 
because they had obeyed. He would bless because of His 
grace.  
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VIII. A revelation of God’s program; an expectation for the future, 
Chapter 2:20-23  
A. v. 20 — The date is December 24, 520 B.C., the same date as 

the former message.  
B. v. 21 — The message is directed to Zerubbabel, governor of 

Judah.  
C. v. 22 — This is the far-off and final purpose of God. Gentile 

power will come to an end, and all instruments of warfare 
will be destroyed.  

D. v. 23 — “In that day” is the day of the LORD. God’s purpose 
will prevail. Zerubbabel is of the posterity of David, 
according to the historian Josephus. This was a promise that 
God’s purpose in the line of David would not be defeated. 
Zerubbabel will be a “signet” — but the line of Jeconiah 
would be a signet plucked from the hand of God (see 
Jeremiah 22:24-30; Matthew 1:11). This last message reveals 
the persistent purpose of God in bringing the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the throne of David. 

  



THE BOOK OF HAGGAI 
 

|    East Bay Bible Church    |  Pastor Ronald Jackson Sr. & Pastor Derek L. Jackson    | 
Page 8 of 32 

HAGGAI 
Chapter 1 

The Command to Build God’s House 
1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first 

day of the month, the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet to 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks the Lord of 
hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that 
the Lord’s house should be built.” ’ ” 

3 Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 
“Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this 
temple to lie in ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: 
“Consider your ways! 

6 “You have sown much, and bring in little; 

You eat, but do not have enough; 
You drink, but you are not filled with drink; 
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; 

And he who earns wages, 
Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.” 

7 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to 
the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take 
pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the Lord. 9 “You looked for much, 
but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it 
away. Why?” says the Lord of hosts. “Because of My house that is in 
ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore the 
heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 
11 For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain 
and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on 
men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 

The People’s Obedience 
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12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the 
voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the 
Lord their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the 
Lord. 13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, spoke the Lord’s message 
to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the Lord.” 14 So the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and 
the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on 
the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of 
the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius. 
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HAGGAI 
Chapter 2 

The Coming Glory of God’s House 
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the 
Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying: 3 
‘Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? And 
how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as 
nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the Lord; ‘and be 
strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you 
people of the land,’ says the Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ says 
the Lord of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with you 
when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not 
fear!’ 
6 “For thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will 
shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake all 
nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill 
this temple with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and 
the gold is Mine,’ says the Lord of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter 
temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in 
this place I will give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts.” 

The People Are Defiled 
10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year 

of Darius, the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the law, 
saying, 12 “If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with 
the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it 
become holy?” ’ ” 

Then the priests answered and said, “No.” 
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13 And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead 
body touches any of these, will it be unclean?” 

So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean.” 
14 Then Haggai answered and said, “ ‘So is this people, and so is this 
nation before Me,’ says the Lord, ‘and so is every work of their hands; 
and what they offer there is unclean. 

Promised Blessing 
15 ‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before 
stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the Lord — 16 since those 
days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; 
when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, 
there were but twenty. 17 I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in 
all the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,’ says the Lord. 
18 ‘Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of 
the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the Lord’s temple 
was laid—consider it: 19 Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the 
fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But 
from this day I will bless you.’ ” 

Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet 
20 And again the word of the Lord came to Haggai on the twenty-

fourth day of the month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of 
Judah, saying: 

‘I will shake heaven and earth. 
22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; 
I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms. 
I will overthrow the chariots 
And those who ride in them; 
The horses and their riders shall come down, 
Every one by the sword of his brother. 
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23 ‘In that day,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will take you, 
Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the Lord, ‘and will 
make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you,’ says the Lord of 
hosts.” 
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Evangelism – Discipleship – Fellowship – Ministry – Worship 
Series Title: Rebuilding By Faith 

Subject: Remember The Main Thing! 
Text: Haggai 1:1-11 

Pastor Ronald Jackson, Sr. 
East Bay Bible Church – 11200 Golf Links Road, Oakland, CA  94605 

 
I. Introduction 

Haggai 1:1-11  1 “In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, 
on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the 
prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks 
the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, 
the time that the LORD’s house should be built.” ’ ” 3 Then the word of 
the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple to lie in 
ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your 
ways! 6 “You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, but do not 
have enough; You drink, but you are not filled with drink; You clothe 
yourselves, but no one is warm; And he who earns wages, Earns 
wages to put into a bag with holes.” 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
“Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and 
build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the 
LORD. 9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when 
you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. 
“Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his 
own house. house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, 
and the earth withholds its fruit. 11 For I called for a drought on the land 
and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on 
whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the 
labor of your hands.” 

II.  God Speaks.  
1. God’s Challenge! 
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Haggai 1:1-2 1 “In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, 
on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the 
prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks 
the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, 
the time that the LORD’s house should be built.” ’ ”  
 

2. God’s Rebuke! 
  
Haggai 1:3-4 3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, 
saying, 4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, 
and this temple to lie in ruins?”  
 
 

3. God’s Reminder – Issue Identified! 
 
Haggai 1:5-6 5 “Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider 
your ways! 6 “You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, but do 
not have enough; You drink, but you are not filled with drink; You 
clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; And he who earns wages, Earns 
wages to put into a bag with holes.” 
 

4. God’s Instructions – Rebuild My House! 
 
Haggai 1:7-8 7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your 
ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, 
that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD.”  
 

5. God’s Reminder – The reason for your current condition! 

Haggai 1:9-11 9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and 
when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of 
hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you 
runs to his own house. house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you 
withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 11 For I called for a 
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drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine 
and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, 
and on all the labor of your hands.” 
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Evangelism – Discipleship – Fellowship – Ministry – Worship 
Series Title: Rebuilding By Faith 
Subject: And The People Obeyed! 

Text: Haggai 1:12-15 
Pastor Ronald Jackson, Sr.  

East Bay Bible Church – 11200 Golf Links Road, Oakland, CA  94605 
 

I. Introduction 

Haggai 1:12-15 12 “Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the 
prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the 
presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke 
the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says 
the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, 
their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second 
year of King Darius.”  

II.  The people’s response.  
 
Haggai 1:12 12 “Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the 
prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the 
presence of the LORD.” 
 
III. God’s Response! 

 
 Haggai 1:13 13 “Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke 
the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says 
the LORD.”  
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IV. God’s Power – His Holy Spirit! 

 
Haggai 1:14-15 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant 
of the people; and they came and worked on the house of 
the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the 
sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.”  

  



THE BOOK OF HAGGAI 
 

|    East Bay Bible Church    |  Pastor Ronald Jackson Sr. & Pastor Derek L. Jackson    | 
Page 18 of 32 

Evangelism – Discipleship – Fellowship – Ministry – Worship 
Series: Rebuilding By Faith 
Subject: The Future Glory 
Text: Haggai 2:1-9 (NKJV) 

Pastor Derek L. Jackson  
East Bay Bible Church - 11200 Golf Links Road Oakland, CA 94605 

 
Haggai 2:1-9 -  1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, 
the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now 
to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, 
saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former 
glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in 
your eyes as nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the Lord; 
‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, 
all you people of the land,’ says the Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ 
says the Lord of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with 
you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do 
not fear!’  6 “For thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little 
while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will 
shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I 
will fill this temple with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is 
Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the Lord of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this 
latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the Lord of hosts. 
‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts.” 

  

I. Introduction 

II.  God’s vision is drastically different than humans. 

A.   The people viewed the temple as inferior to Solomon’s temple.   
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Haggai 2:1-3 - 1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, 
the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now 
to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, 
saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former 
glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in 
your eyes as nothing? 
 

B. God encourages the people to continue working with faith. 

Haggai 2:4-5 - 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the Lord; ‘and be 
strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you 
people of the land,’ says the Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ says 
the Lord of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with you 
when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not 
fear!’ 

III. God proclaims his future plans for the temple. 

A.   The Messiah will soon enter the temple. 

Haggai 2:6-7 - 6 “For thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a 
little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I 
will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, 
and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts. 
 

B. The glory of the temple will surpass pre-exilic temple. 

Hagai 2:8-9 - 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the Lord 
of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the 
former,’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ 
says the Lord of hosts.” 
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Evangelism – Discipleship – Fellowship – Ministry – Worship 
Series: Rebuilding By Faith 

Subject: The Future Blessing. 
Text: Haggai 2:10-23 (NKJV) 

Pastor Derek L. Jackson  
East Bay Bible Church - 11200 Golf Links Road Oakland, CA 94605 

 
Haggai 2:10-23 -  10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in 
the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet 

Haggai: 11 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Ask the priests what 
the law says: 12 If someone carries consecrated meat in the fold of their 
garment, and that fold touches some bread or stew, some wine, olive oil 

or other food, does it become consecrated?’” 
The priests answered, “No.” 

13 Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by contact with a dead body 
touches one of these things, does it become defiled?” 

“Yes,” the priests replied, “it becomes defiled.” 
14 Then Haggai said, “‘So it is with this people and this nation in my 
sight,’ declares the Lord. ‘Whatever they do and whatever they offer 

there is defiled. 
15 “‘Now give careful thought to this from this day on — consider how 
things were before one stone was laid on another in the Lord’s temple. 
16 When anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there were only 

ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were 
only twenty. 17 I struck all the work of your hands with blight, mildew 
and hail, yet you did not return to me,’ declares the Lord. 18 ‘From this 

day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful 
thought to the day when the foundation of the Lord’s temple was laid. 
Give careful thought: 19 Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until 

now, the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have 
not borne fruit. 

“‘From this day on I will bless you.’” 
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20 The word of the Lord came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-
fourth day of the month: 21 “Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I 
am going to shake the heavens and the earth. 22 I will overturn royal 

thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms. I will overthrow 
chariots and their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, each by the 

sword of his brother. 
23 “‘On that day,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘I will take you, my 

servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will make 
you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,’ declares the Lord 

Almighty.” 
 

I. Introduction 
 

II.  The people are considered unclean without God. 
 

C.   The law regarding contact tracing.   
Haggai 2:10-14 - 10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the 
second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Haggai: 
11 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Ask the priests what the law 
says: 12 If someone carries consecrated meat in the fold of their 
garment, and that fold touches some bread or stew, some wine, olive oil 
or other food, does it become consecrated?’”  The priests answered, 
“No.”  13 Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by contact with a dead 
body touches one of these things, does it become defiled?”  “Yes,” the 
priests replied, “it becomes defiled.”  14 Then Haggai said, “‘So it is 
with this people and this nation in my sight,’ declares the Lord. 
‘Whatever they do and whatever they offer there is defiled. 
 

D. The punishment regarding disobedience. 
Haggai 2:15-17 - 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the Lord; ‘and 
be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all 
you people of the land,’ says the Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ 
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says the Lord of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with 
you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do 
not fear!’ 
 

E. The Lord’s promise to the people. 
Haggai 2:18-19 - 18 ‘From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of 
the ninth month, give careful thought to the day when the foundation of 
the Lord’s temple was laid. Give careful thought: 19 Is there yet any 
seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig tree, the 
pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit.  “‘From this day on 
I will bless you.’” 
 

III. The Lord’s plans through Zerubbabel. 
Haggai 2:20-23 - 20 The word of the Lord came to Haggai a second 
time on the twenty-fourth day of the month: 21 “Tell Zerubbabel 
governor of Judah that I am going to shake the heavens and the earth. 22 
I will overturn royal thrones and shatter the power of the foreign 
kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses and their 
riders will fall, each by the sword of his brother.  23 “‘On that day,’ 
declares the Lord Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son 
of Shealtiel,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will make you like my signet ring, 
for I have chosen you,’ declares the Lord Almighty.” 
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COMMENTARY 
HAGGAI 

Hermann J. Austel 
INTRODUCTION 

The author is known simply as “the prophet Haggai.” Apart from 
this book he is mentioned in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14. His name is usually 
associated with Zechariah, his contemporary. He is generally thought to 
be older than Zechariah because his name always appears before that of 
Zechariah, and because of the possible (but not necessary) inference 
from 2:3 that he himself might have been old enough to have seen 
Solomon’s temple. 

Soon after the first band of exiles had returned from Babylon to 
Jerusalem (536 b.c.), they began to rebuild the temple (Ezra 3). It was 
not long, however, before various hindrances and waning enthusiasm 
brought a halt to the project. Haggai’s mission was to rekindle the faith 
and courage of the people so that they would complete the temple. They 
responded almost immediately, and four years later (516 b.c.) the temple 
was completed and dedicated (Ezra 6:14–15). 

Haggai’s message is extremely practical and down to earth: Build 
the temple! Several truths become clear in this book: 

1. God and his work must take first place in the life of his people. Only 
in this way is God honored. 

2. Putting personal or selfish interests ahead of God is self-defeating. 

3. God showers his blessings on those who put his interests before their 
own. 

4. The value or significance of a man’s work is not to be estimated by 
comparing it with the work of others, but by the measure of its 
conformity to God’s will and purpose. Zerubbabel’s temple seemed 
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insignificant compared to Solomon’s. Yet in God’s sight it was a valued 
and significant part of his overall purpose. 

 

OUTLINE 

I. First Message: A Call to Action (1:1–15) 

A. Reproach (1:1–6) 

B. Admonition (1:7–11) 

C. Response (1:12–15) 

II. Second Message: A Word of Encouragement (2:1–9) 

A. The Problem (2:1–3) 

B. The Encouragement (2:4–9) 

III. Third Message: Confirmation of Blessing (2:10–19) 

IV. Fourth Message: The Restoration of the Davidic Kingdom (2:20–23) 

 

COMMENTARY 

I. First Message: A Call to Action (1:1–15) 

Each of Haggai’s messages is precisely dated, with the reign of 
Darius I as a reference point. The modern calendric equivalent of the 
first date is August 29, 520 b.c. Haggai’s first message is brought on the 
day of the festival of the New Moon (Num. 10:10), when great numbers 
of worshipers had gathered in Jerusalem. 

Darius here is Darius I (“the Great”) who reigned 521–486 b.c. 
Zerubbabel is the grandson of Jehoiachin, the king of Judah who was 
exiled to Babylon in 597 b.c. As such he is of the royal line of David, 
but holds an appointed office as governor of Judea under the generally 
benign Persians. The other person addressed is Joshua, the high priest. 



THE BOOK OF HAGGAI 
 

|    East Bay Bible Church    |  Pastor Ronald Jackson Sr. & Pastor Derek L. Jackson    | 
Page 25 of 32 

Joshua was among the first group to return from Babylon along with 
Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:1). 

A. Reproach (1:1–6). Haggai’s message is brief and to the point. It is 
also, more importantly, from the Lord, thus urgent and authoritative. 
“Lord Almighty” (v. 2) is literally “Lord of Hosts.” This designation 
for God is found frequently in the prophetic books, but is especially 
common in Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. It is a reminder of the 
fact that, whatever man’s need, all the resources of heaven and earth 
are at God’s command. Thus for God’s people there can never be any 
cause to fear or hesitate when backed by God’s promise. But while 
there is great comfort for Israel in this name, there is in it as well the 
reminder that God is the Lord of Israel’s hosts as well. He is their 
commander-in-chief and they are responsible to him. 

The expression these people (v. 2) instead of my people is used to 
draw attention to God’s displeasure with Israel’s spiritual apathy. 
Their attitude is summed up in the statement the time has not … 
come.… Haggai describes a people who have lost their vision and 
have come to comfortable terms with leaving God’s work undone. 
Contributing to this attitude are the following: (1) the fierce and 
persistent opposition of the Samaritans and other neighbors (Ezra 4); 
(2) the negative and disparaging reaction of the older priests at the 
laying of the foundations (Ezra 3:12–13); (3) a spirit of 
discouragement, making the people wonder if the end product will be 
worth all the difficulties and dangers; (4) a lack of vital trust in God; 
and (5) growing indifference and lukewarmness. 

God’s statement in verse 4 points clearly and unequivocally to 
Israel’s wrong sense of values, a spirit diametrically opposed to that 
of David (2 Sam. 7:2; Ps. 132:1–5), who felt ill at ease in a luxurious 
house while the ark of God had only a tent as a covering. The term 
paneled houses (v. 3) refers to the practice of laying wood paneling 
over the basic stone walls and indicates that the people had gone far 
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beyond providing for their real needs and were primarily concerned 
with personal luxury while totally neglecting the temple. 

Haggai asks the people to give careful thought to the consequences 
of their misplaced priorities. This same admonition is given five times 
in the book (1:5, 7; 2:15, 18 [twice]) and is designed to shake the 
people out of their complacency. By taking careful stock of their 
physical situation they are led to realize how far they have strayed 
from the path of blessing. Verse 6 graphically draws attention to the 
realities of the situation. Though they have not been reduced to abject 
poverty, the fruit of their labor falls far short of expectation. On top of 
that, food, clothing, and money do not provide the normally expected 
benefits. The people bring in less than expected, and what they do 
bring in does not live up to expectations. God’s blessing is not there! 

B. Admonition (1:7–11). As Haggai again calls on the people to consider 
their sin in neglecting the temple and the consequences in lost 
blessings, he now tells them what they must do. It is simply a matter 
of obeying God and starting once again to build the temple. By this 
act of obedience they will both please God and bring him honor. 

To make sure that his hearers do not lose sight of the cause-effect 
relationship between their poverty and their neglect of the temple, 
Haggai points to the fact that their harvests have been consistently 
much poorer than expected and that what they do harvest does not last 
as it should. The reason for this is simply that each is busy with his 
own house (v. 9) while the house of God remains in ruins. Because of 
their behavior all of nature is affected, not only the three basic crops 
(grain, grapes, olive oil), but also the productivity of men and cattle. 
The productivity of the land depended very much on adequate and 
timely rain and dew. When God withheld this and sent drought and 
excessive heat, land, cattle, and men all suffered. Haggai uses an 
appropriate word play in stressing the reason for the drought. The 
temple remains a ruin (ḥārēb); therefore God calls for a drought 



THE BOOK OF HAGGAI 
 

|    East Bay Bible Church    |  Pastor Ronald Jackson Sr. & Pastor Derek L. Jackson    | 
Page 27 of 32 

(ḥōreb). Only as men put God first can they experience his richest 
blessing. 

C. Response (1:12–15). Haggai’s message is simple and to the point. 
The response of the people is likewise prompt and unequivocal. They 
fear the Lord because they recognize the voice of God in Haggai’s 
words (v. 12). Then they begin to work on the house of the Lord. 
God’s gracious working provokes both fear and obedience. As a 
result of their response, God can now promise renewed blessing: “I 
am with you” (v. 13). These gracious words are repeated in 2:4, and 
along with the other promises of blessing in 2:5 and 2:19, constitute a 
powerful source of encouragement. God’s presence and enablement 
guarantee the successful outcome of the project, no matter how severe 
the opposition and various difficulties might be. There is a period of 
twenty-three days between Haggai’s first message and the actual start 
of work. This time was no doubt required to organize work teams and 
to allow the workers to finish their harvesting activities. 

II. Second Message: A Word of Encouragement (2:1–9) 

A. The problem (2:1–3). Not quite a month after the work had begun (cf. 
1:15), Haggai speaks again to encourage the people, assuring them 
that their labor is not in vain, that what they are doing is indeed 
meaningful and pleasing to God. The problem is addressed in verse 3: 
“Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory?” Those 
who had seen Solomon’s temple disparage the new temple now under 
construction. Ezra 3:10–13 recounts the laying of the foundation of 
the temple shortly after the return of the exiles. There was great 
rejoicing on this occasion by the younger people, but also loud 
weeping on the part of the older priests, Levites, and family heads. 
The reason for this weeping was that they had seen the glory of 
Solomon’s temple and knew that the present effort would not come 
close by comparison. This negative attitude still has a harmful impact 
on the people in Haggai’s time, making them wonder whether all their 
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effort might not be in vain since the temple will be so poor by 
comparison to Solomon’s. Their temple seems to be “like nothing” (v. 
3). 

B. The encouragement (2:4–9). The words be strong (repeated three 
times here) are reminiscent of God’s admonition in other crucial 
situations (2:4–5). Joshua was encouraged with these words (Deut. 
31:23; Josh. 1:6–9) when he faced the awesome responsibility of 
stepping into Moses’ shoes and leading Israel in the conquest of 
Canaan. Again, in 1 Chronicles 22:13 and 28:20 David encourages 
young Solomon with respect to the great task of building the temple. 
When God has ordered a job to be done he always does his part. It is 
for his servants to be strong and work. This admonition is grounded 
on two promises: (1) “I am with you” (v. 4); and (2) “I will fill this 
house with glory” (v. 7). The first promise is a link to the past, to the 
covenant made at Sinai. The second is linked to the future, the glory 
that is yet to come. The fact that God is present with his people means 
that he approves of the work, and that he will support and protect 
them. To God’s people this makes all the difference between despair 
and rejoicing, defeat and victory. 
 

The first reason they should not be discouraged at what seems so 
feeble an attempt to restore the temple to any semblance of its former 
glory is that God is with them in accordance with his promise. A 
second reason is now added. God relates their present activity to the 
coming surpassing glory of the temple (2:6–9). It was natural for the 
people to make comparisons between Solomon’s temple and 
Zerubbabel’s temple. But from God’s perspective these temples are 
both his houses. These buildings are merely visible representations of 
the fact that God has seen fit to dwell among his people. Their 
temple, though less splendid than that of Solomon, is nevertheless 
God’s house. Since God has acknowledged it and promised his 
presence, there is no reason for discouragement. Furthermore, the 
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standard of excellence is not Solomon’s temple, but the future temple. 
Their work, though seemingly insignificant, is nevertheless a part of 
God’s overall program of establishing his presence on earth in such a 
way that not only Israel but ultimately all nations will be affected. 
 

The principle of this message serves as a powerful incentive to 
believers of today. As long as we are doing the work God has given 
us to do in accordance with his will, we are valued participants in 
God’s great program of making his salvation known to the lost, no 
matter how small our part may seem to be in comparison to others. 
 

“In a little while” (v. 6) is an expression sometimes used of 
eschatological events. It emphasizes imminency and perhaps the 
suddenness of the onset of the events described. As God has acted in 
mighty, earthshaking fashion in the past on behalf of his people, so 
will he do again. This future event is described as a shaking of “the 
heavens and the earth … and all nations” (vv. 6–7). Great upheavals, 
political, social, and cosmic, are in God’s program. All that is false 
and impure, all that is in opposition to God will be removed in 
preparation for the establishment of his kingdom. Here, the direct 
result of this shaking is the filling of God’s house with glory. 
 

“The desired of all nations will come” (v. 7) has commonly been 
understood as a messianic reference. There are, however, compelling 
grammatical and contextual considerations that lead some translators 
and commentators to see this as a reference to the great wealth of the 
nations. That which they have highly treasured will be brought and 
will fill the temple. While other passages such as Ezekiel 43:1–5 
stress the presence of the glory of God in the future temple, here its 
physical splendor is primarily in view. 
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An added encouragement is found in the words I will grant peace 
(v. 9). No more conflict, no more opposition. God will reign supreme. 

III. Third Message: Confirmation of Blessing (2:10–19) 

The legal question asked of the priests poses no difficulty for them. It 
is in two parts and makes the point that uncleanness defiles 
everything with which it comes into contact. The opposite is, 
however, not the case. If a priest were to carry a piece of consecrated 
meat in the folds of his robe any item of food that came into contact 
with that fold would not thereby become ceremonially clean (though 
the garment itself would be clean, according to Lev. 6:27). On the 
other hand, a defiled person renders unclean anything he touches. Just 
so has the uncleanness of Judah’s disobedience in neglecting the 
temple vitiated everything they touch. All areas of life are affected. 

The date of the message in verses 15–17 is December 18. The 
people have been at work on the temple project for some three 
months now, and there are no doubt many indications of God’s 
gracious presence. But they have not yet experienced the abundant 
harvests that result from God’s blessing. This is due to the fact that 
they are between harvests. The fields are plowed and the new seed 
planted in anticipation of a rich harvest, but their barns and wine vats 
still show the effects of their former disobedience. They contain only 
half of what might normally be expected. 

Yet the people are to mark this day, December 18, as the beginning 
of a new era. The barns are still empty and the vine has not yet borne 
fruit. But from this day on they will begin to see the visible results of 
their obedience as their experienced eyes observe the beginnings of a 
new and abundant harvest. To a certain extent they had obeyed in 
faith up to this point, but from now on the words I will bless you will 
become tangible reality. 

IV. Fourth Message: The Restoration of the Davidic Kingdom (2:20–23) 
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This is the second message on this date and is directed to 
Zerubbabel. The events described here are clearly eschatological. 
The words I will shake are the same as those in 2:6–7, and have 
reference to the great upheavals that will precede the establishment 
of God’s kingdom. God will overturn royal thrones. The same 
Hebrew word is used of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
such passages as Deuteronomy 29:23; Isaiah 13:19; Jeremiah 20:16; 
and Amos 4:11. As sudden and as final as Sodom’s ruin was, so will 
it be with the Gentile thrones. Reformation is not in view here, but 
utter destruction. This is the fate of the “world powers.” The 
overthrowing of chariots and their drivers is reminiscent of the 
description of the destruction of Pharaoh’s army in the sea (Exod. 
15:1, 5). The terror and confusion will be so great that men will fall 
by the sword of their brothers. Just when the might of the world 
powers seems to be unassailable, God will shake and overthrow them 
and establish his own kingdom. 

Zerubbabel was in the royal line, but he never reigned as king nor 
were there any aspirations on Haggai’s part to make him king. The 
context is clearly eschatological, and Haggai uses Zerubbabel, the 
current representative of David’s royal line, to point to the Messiah. 
The reference to Zerubbabel as “my servant” and as the one whom 
God has chosen is reminiscent of the messianic “servant passages” of 
Isaiah 42, 49, 50, and 53. God’s Messiah will successfully 
accomplish the task for which he was sent. The term signet ring (v. 
23) refers to the authority given to the Messiah. He will be God’s 
personal representative. The designation is one of high honor and 
privilege. It is noteworthy that the curse on Zerubbabel’s grandfather 
Jehoiachin (Coniah) is couched in language involving the signet ring. 
Though he was the signet ring on God’s right hand, he was pulled off 
and cast to his enemies the Babylonians (Jer. 22:24). But now the 
Davidic line in the person of Messiah is restored to the place of 
authority and honor, God’s signet ring. Thus the book ends on a note 
of encouragement. The labor of Zerubbabel is not in vain. There will 
be immediate blessing, but also future glory in a temple of surpassing 
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splendor and a king who rules as God’s personal representative on 
earth. There was every reason for Judah to be encouraged. Just so is 
there every reason for believers today to be encouraged in obeying 
and serving God. 
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